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USAID's
international
summit on

higher education
and workforce
development begins

ISLAMABRAD [PR]): The throe
day International Summit
o Higher Educatin and
Workforce  Development
in the 21st Century com
menced i Islmabad on
Wednesday a5 part of US
AllY's Higher Education Sys
tlem Strengthening activi
thes. The primary ohjective
of the summit pertainsg o
an issue close to the hearts
il most individuals, efpe
cially Pakistanis i.e. Educa-
tion. The locus, with respect
to the aforementloned; is
on higher education’s align
ment with and delivery io
the requirements of the
[ast-paced ZI1st century

which ought o be achieved
through ensuring provi-
sion of quality education,
resolving challenges faced
by HEIx In becoming sus
tainabile and market driven,
strengthening of universd
ty-level ecosystem, and po-
tential of HEls to become
stakeholders  in
change adaptation

ciimate

gasgion

The inaugural

wils graced by the presence,
remarks, and discussions
of veneraied guests (Fom
*akistan and abroad. Key
ipeakers [or the [naugural
SELSION, aMOng others, in-
cluded Minister for Plan
ning Development and Spe-
cial Initiatives Ahsan Ighal
Executive Director Higher
cducation Lommilssion of
fakistan (HEL) Dr. Shaista
Sohall, and Ambassador of
the United States Mc Don-
ald Home

In his remarks in the in-
augural sesgion, Ambassa
dor Blome hishliphted 60
percent of Pakistan's pop
being below the
age of 30 as the couniry s
strength whilst emphasiz-
ing upon heiping “youlh
achieve their full potential”
Furthermons, the Kev asser
tions of the inaupgural ses-
sion pertalned to the reg
ognition of Pakistan's youth
bulge's potential In not only

Lt

aligning Pakistan with 21st
|.|'!!'I‘I|:I"f,.' !I'I'|.Iuin‘1'|u'l'.‘t-: hu[
coniributing substantial
Iy towards work lorce de
velopment both locally and
globally.wDr, Shalsta Sahail
Executive Director of the
Higher Education Comimis
sion of Pakistan, presided
over the Iirst offlcial meet
ing. Panelists of the [rst
sesston were Dr Andreas
Schielcher, Director for Ed
ucation and Skills at the Or-
ganisation for Eoonomic

Lo-operation and Develop
ment (DECD). Dr. Asim Zla
br. Naveed Anwar, and Dr
Deborah  Kevek-Frapssen
Pruring the panel discussion
“Aligning Higher bducation
to 215t Contury Needs,” ex
perts from OECD and top
fram
the world dissected five key
trends shaping the future
of higher education around
the globe
iy and Interdisciplinarity;
Innovation and Entrepre
neurship;  Micro-creden-
tials and Skills Edwcat|on

unIversities arnund

Sustalnahili

Online and Distance Educa
tion; and Ensuring Building
Diverse Campuses.
Additional key
made during the first ses-
slon by estieemed guests re
flected the necessity of con-
nectivity betwesn relevant

palnts

stakeholders from
the globe: which ought to be
ensured by abolishment of

“elite captire of resources

AL [ LS

l]_l,: various colonial lorms of
higher education, especially
in the wake of and after the
COVID-19 pandemic
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‘Govt designs 20,000 scholarships for
unemployed graduates: Ahsan Igbal
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EF. Report

ISLAMABAD: United States Ambassador

“ University of Ttah and the Federal
Minister for Planning Development and
Special Initiatives. Mr. Ahsan Igbal, to

inaugurate the International Summit on

‘Higher Education and  Workforce
- Develapment today.

. The summit was organized by the U.S.-
- ed  Higher Education  System

1 the role of higher education in

century, highlighting the fluid

et sl SN oyIneD ihd

how uh%g;iié gla.r; “repasition

in this ever-changing landscape.

nald Blome celebrated the

pa:merﬂnEbmwaen ihe .8,
and said, “In’a country where
percent of
0

- stakeholders, with a focus on strengthen-

e uate employability.

U..-akistan effort to elevate
the higher education sector

Donald Blome joined officials from the g

couniry, Heappreciated Pakistan’s 75-vear
partnership with the U.S. govemment and
celebrated the support provided by the LS.
overnment to ‘academia through special-
ized investment in higher education. He
further added that academic institutions
and the public and private sectors should
join hands te accelerate this development.
Mr. Igbal tasked Pakistani higher education
officials-to improve higher education.

Dr, Mukhtar Ahmed. Chairman of the
Higher Education Commission of
Pakistan (HEC). said that HEC will con-
tinue working with the .5, government
1o huild 2 cadre of experts 1o improve
graduate employability. Senator Keith
Grover, Utah Srate’ Sénator from the
United States noted. it is the ultimate
goal ‘'of an institute to provide necessary
skills for youth so they can positively
contribute to the workforce both locally
and globally.” HESSA is supported by
the Linited States through USAID, and is
implemented ‘in collaboration with 16
Pakistani public universities and other

ing universities’ capacity (o deliver mar-
imr-dn_ -driven education; research, and arad-
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‘Pakistan open to improving higher education system’

By Jamila Achakzai December 01, 2022

Islamakad : United 5tates Ambassador Donald Blome joined officials from the University
of Utah and the Federal Minister for Planning Development and Special Initiatives, Ahsan
Igbal, to inaugurate the International Summit on Higher Education and Workforce

Development.

The summit was organised by the US-funded Higher Education System Strengthening
Activity (HES5A) and focuses on the role of higher education in the 21st century,
highlighting the fluid nature of learning and employment, and explores how universities
can reposition themselves in this ever-changing landscape.

Ambassador Donald Blome celebrated the 75 years of partnership between the US and
Pakistan. He said, "In a country where more than 60 per cent of the population is below
30, we must continue to help youth achieve their full potential.”

Minister Igbal remarked that the Government of Pakistan is open to improving the higher
education system and is looking into varicus options to capitalise on the abundant youth
potential in the country. He appreciated Pakistan's 75-year partnership with the US
government and celebrated the support providad by the U.S. government to academia
through specialized investment in higher education. He further added that academic
institutions and the public and private sectors should join hands to accelerate this
development. Mr. Igbal tasked Pakistani higher education officials to improwve higher
education.

Dr. Mukhtar Ahmed, Chairman of the Higher Education Commission of Pakistan (HEC),
said that HEC will continue working with the U.S, government to build a cadre of experts

to improve graduate employability.

Senator Keith Grover, Utah State Senator from the United States, noted, “it is the ultimate
goal of an institute to provide necessary skills for youth so they can positively contribute
to the workforce both locally and glabally.”

HESSA Is supported by the United States through USAID, and is implemented in
collaberation with 16 Pakistani public universities and other stakeholders, focusing on
strengthening universities’ capacity to deliver market-driven education, research, and
graduate employability.

https://www.thenews.com.pk/print/1015523-pakistan-open-to-improving-
higher-education-system
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US, Pakistan join hands to elevate higher education sector
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The United States through its embassy in Islamabad has jolnved hands with the
povernment of Pakistan to elevate the higher education sector of the country.

In this regard, United States Ambassador Donald Blome |oined officials from the
University of Utah and Federal Minister for Planning Development and Special
Initiatives, Ahsan Igbal, to Inaugurate the International Summit on Higher
Education and Warkforce Development on Wednesday.

The summit was organized by the U5 -funded Higher Education System
Strengthening Activity (HESSA) and focuses on the rale of higher education in the
21st century, highlighting the fluid nature of learming and employrment, and
exploring how universities can reposition themselves in this ever-changing
landscape,

On the gccaslon, Federal Minlster for Planning Development and Special
Initiatives, Ahsan Igbal said that the government of Pakistan is open to improving
the higher education system and |5 looking into vartous options to capitalize on

He further added that academic institutions and the public and private sectors
should join hands to accelerate this development. Ahsan Igbal tasked Pakistani
higher education officials to improve higher education.

Ambassador Donald Blome while highlighting the 75 years of partnership
between the US and Pakistan said, “In a country where more than 60 percent of
the population is below the age of 30, we must continue to help youth achieve

K

their full potentia

Chairman of the Higher Education Commission of Pakistan (HEC), Dr. Mukhtar
Ahmed said that HEC would continue working with the U.S. government to build a
cadre of experts to improve graduate employability.

Senator Keith Grover, Utah State Senator from the United States noted, “it is the
ultimate goal of an institute to provide necessary skills for youth so they can
positively contribute to the workforce both locally and globally.”

6 million Afghans on brink of starvation, UN warns

HESSA is supported by the United States through USAID, and is implemented in
collaboration with 16 Pakistani public universities and other stakeholders, with a
focus on strengthening universities’ capacity to deliver market-driven education,
research and graduate employability.

https://www.nation.com.pk/30-Nov-2022/u-s-pakistan-join-
hands-to-elevate-higher-education-sector?version=amp
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Pak-US Efforts To Elevate Higher
Education Sector

& Faizan Hashmi [ Published Movember 30, 2022 | 0Z:30 P

ISLAMABAD, (UrduPoint / Pakistan Point News - 30th
Mov, 2022 ) :United States Ambassador Donald Blome
joined officials from the University of Utah and Federal
Minister for Planning Development and Specia
Initiatives, Ahsan lgbal, to inaugurate the International
Surnmit on Higher Education and Workforce
Development in the 215t Century, here on Wednesday.

The summit, organized by the USAID's Higher
Fducation System Strengthening Activity (HESSA), will
focus on the role of higher education in the 21st century, highlighting the fluid nature of
earning and employment, and explores how universities can reposition themselves in this
ever-changing landscape.

Ambassador Donald Blome celebrated the 75 years of partnership between the U.S. and
Fakistan and said, "In a country where more than 60 percent of the population is below the age
of 30, we must continue to help youth achieve their full potential® The minister remarked,
"Government of Pakistan is open to improving the higher education system and is looking into
various options to capitalize on the abundant youth potential in the country.

" He appreciated Pak-US 75-vear partnership, and celebrated the support provided by the
American government through specialized investment in Pakistan's higher education.

He further added that academic institutions and the public and private sectors should join
hands to accelerate this development, Ahsan lgbal tasked the country’s higher education
officials to improve education system.

Dr Mukhtar Ahmed, Chairman of the Higher Education Commission of Pakistan (HEC),
said,"HEC will continue working with the US government to build a cadre of experts to improve
graduate employability” Senator Keith Grover, Utah State Senator from the US noted, "it is the
ultimate goal of an institute to provide necessary skills for youth so they can positively
contribute to the workforce both locally and globally"HESSA is supported by the United States
through WSAID, and is implemented in collaboration with 16 Pakistani public universities and
other stakeholders, with a focus on strengthening universities’ capacity to deliver market-
driven education, research, and graduate employability.

https://www.urdupoint.com/en/pakistan/pak-us-efforts-to-elevate-higher-education-se-1602481.html
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United States Ambassador Donald Blome joined officials from the University of Utah and the Federal
tdinister for Planning Development and Special Initiatives, Mr. &hsan Igbal, to inaugurate the International

Summit on Higher Education and Workforee Development today.

The summit was organized by the U.5.-funded Higher Education Systermn Strengthening Activity (HESSA)
and focuses on the role of higher education in the 21 st century, highlighting the fluid nature of learning and

employment, and explores how universities can reposition themselves in this ever-changing landscape.

Ambassador Donald Blome celebrated the 75 years of partnership between the U.S. and Pakistan and said,
“In a country where more than 60 percent of the population is below the age of 30, we must continue to

help youth achieve their full potential ™
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Minister lgbal rermarked that the Government of Pakistan is open to improving the higher education system
and is looking into various options to capitalize on the abundant youth potential in the country. He
appreciated Pakistan's 75-year partnership with the U.S. government and celebrated the support provided
by the U.S. government to acadernia through specialized investment in higher education. He further added
that academic institutions and the public and private sectors should join hands to accelerate this
development. Mr. lgbal tasked Pakistani higher education officials to improve higher education. Dr.
tukhtar Ahmed, Chairman of the Higher Education Commission of Pakistan (HEC), said that HEC will
continue working with the U.S. government to build a cadre of experts to improve graduate employability.
Senator Keith Grover, Utah State Senator from the United States noted, "it is the ultimate goal of an
institute to provide necessary skills for youth so they can positively contribute to the workforee both locally

and globally”

HESSA is supported by the United States through USAID, and is implemented in collaboration with 16
Fakistani public universities and other stakeholders, with a focus on strengthening universities’ capacity to
deliver market-driven education, research, and graduate employability. For more information on USAID's

support for education in Pakistan, visit: usaid.gov/pakistan/education.

https://dailytimes.com.pk/1033898/pak-us-efforts-to-elevate-higher-education-sector/
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US Holds Summit on Higher Education and Workforce
Development in Islamabad

By ProPK staff | Published Dec 1,2022 | 11:22 am f¥ ©in

S U U

f United States Ambassador Donald Blome, joined officials from the University of Utah
and the Federal Minister for Planning Development and Special Initiatives, Ahsan Latest News
Igbal, to inaugurate the [nternational Summit on Higher Education and Workforce
y CAA Launches Modern
L J Development on Wednesday. Queus System at Major
Airports
@ Elon Musk to Start Putting
The summit was organized by the US-funded Higher Education System Strengthening Chips in Human Brains
. Activity (HESSA) and focuses on the role of higher education in the 21st century, Very Soon
in highlighting the fluid nature of learning and employment, and exploring how .
. . = . . . Ex-England Captain Calls
universities can reposition themselves in this ever-changing landscape. Pindi Pitch ‘Absolute

Ambassador Donald Blome celebrated the 75 years of partnership between the US and
Pakistan. He said, *In a country where more than 60 percent of the population is
below 30, we must continue to help youth achieve their full potential.”

Minister Igbal remarked that the Government of Pakistan is open to improving the
higher education system and is looking into various options to capitalize on the
abundant youth potential in the country.

He appreciated Pakistan’s 75-year partnership with the US government and celebrated
the support provided by the US government to academia through specialized
investment in higher education.

He further added that academic institutions and the public and private sectors should
join hands to accelerate this development. Igbal tasked Pakistani higher education
officials to improve higher education.

Dr. Mukhtar Ahmed. Chairman of the Higher Education Commission of Pakistan
(HEC), said that HEC will continue working with the US government to build a cadre
of experts to improve graduate employability.

ALSO READ
Youngest Property Tycoon is Making Pakistan's Most Expensive House in
Islamabad

Senator Keith Grover, Utah State Senator from the United States, noted, "It is the
ultimate goal of an institute to provide necessary skills for youth so they can
positively contribute to the workforce both locally and globally.”

HESSA is supported by the United States through USAID and is implemented in
collaboration with 16 Pakistani public universities and other stakeholders, focusing
on strengthening universities’ capacity to deliver market-driven education, research,
and graduate employability.

https://propakistani.pk/2022/12/01/us-holds-summit-on-higher-education-and-
workforce-development-in-islamabad/
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Islamabad : Federal Minister for Planning Development & Special Initiatives Professor
Ahsan Igbal said that the access to higher education is one of the keys to growth and
development. and the incumbent government is committed to provide access fo
educafion to underprivileged segments of our sociefy.

The Minister made these remarks while addressing at the International Summit on
Higher Education and Workforce Development organized under the auspices of 319
million USAID funded by Higher Education System Strengthening Activity) Project.
[HESSA)

The HESSA project is providing technical assistance to 16 Pakistani universities
disfributed across all provinces inimproving their institutional and technical capacities in
delivering market-relevant education and research, with an cverarching goal of
enhancing the employability petential of graduating students.

The summit is a timely initiative within the context of Pakistan's development priorities as
US support to the Pakistan's Higher Education System has a leng history which ranges
from primary and basic education to establishing Centers of Excellence to strengthening
overall higher education systems, said the Minister, while addressing the participants of

The event was attended by US Ambassador to Pakistan Donald Blome, Senator of Utah
State, Dr. Keith Grover, Chairman Higher Education Commission HEC, Dr Mukhtar
Ahmad, Chairperson, HEC and ofhers.

Speaking on the occasion, the Minister further added that youth in Pakistan are not only
concemed about their future education, but also about their livelihoods, their mental
health and well-being. The Planning Ministry has already developed a Mental Health
Psychosocial Support Handbook. Therefore, mainsireaming this group and ifs energy
into the socic-economic development process will be crifical to the overall socio-
ecenomic development of Pakistan, said the Minister.

It is noted that Pakistan’s estimated youth unemployment is between 8.5 to 10 percent,
with 80 percent youth workforce having low level of education and poor skills base__
primarily due to the gaps in quality, access, and relevance of the skills vis-a-vis what is
needed in the market.

We as a nafion face key challenges as to how to equip owr youth population with the
knowledge and skills required to support the national development agenda and priorities.
©Cn the other hand, it will be the biggest missed opportunity if we fail fo harness the
potential and capacities of owr youth in the right direction, remarked the Minister.

The Internafional Summit is the first among a series of policy dialegues, symposiums.

seminars, and experts’ consultations on issues related to higher education for advancing
sustainable development.

https://www.voiceofmelange.com/2022/11/30/education-97/



Summit opened: US initiative to help improve
country’s higher education sector
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ISLAMAEAD: The United States through its embassy in Islamabad has joined
hands with the government of Pakistan to improve and elevate the higher
edusation sactor of the country.

For this purpose, United States Ambassador Donald Elome joined officials from the
University of Trtzh aod federal Minister for Plaoning, Development and Special Initiatives
Ah=zan Igbal to inangurate the Intsrnational Summit on Highar Education and Workfores
Devalopmant on Wadnesday.

The summit was crganised by the US-funded Higher Education System Strengthening
Activity (HESS4) and focnszes on the role of higher education in the z1:t century,
highlighting the flnid natare of learning and employment, and axploring how nniversities
can reposition themsslves io this sver-changing landscape.

Senator Feith Grover, Utzh State Senater from the nited States noted, "It is the nltimate
goal of an institute to provide necassary skills for youth so they can positively contribute to
the workforce both locally and globally.”

The HESSA iz supportad by the United States through 1T2AID, and is implamented in
collaboration with 16 Pakistani public universitiss and other stakeholders, with a foca= on
strengthening universities’ capacity to deliver markst-driven education, rasearch, and
gradnate employabdity.

The Urnited States Agency for Interoational Development (ITSAID) works with the
government of Pakistan and developmeant partmers to increase access to and improve the
guality of basic and higher education.

The TT3AID and the government of Pakistan partner to provide guality basic edwcation and
higher education to Pakistani students. This partnarzhip inclndas training teachers and
school administrators, developing educational pelicies raspomsive to local needs, and
[ocreasing community invelvemeant in schools by actively iovelving families and the
privata sector.

CopyTight Eusiness Becorder, 2o0zz

https://www.brecorder.com/news/40211844
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USA and Pakistan effort to elevate the higher education sector
Posted on November 30, 2022 by siddigi

United States Ambassador Donald Blome
joined offlcials from the University of Utah and
the Federal Minister for Planning Developmeant
and Speclal Inltiatives, Mr. Ahsan Iqhal, to
inaugurate the International Sumimit on
Higher Educatlon and Workforce Development
today.

The summit was organized by the U.S.-funded Higher Education System Strengthening Activity
[(HES5A) and focuses an the role of higher education in the 21st century, highlighting the fuld
nature of leaming and employment, and explores how universities can reposition themselves
in this ever-changing landscape.

Ambassador Donald Blome celebrated the 75 years of partnership between the U.5, and
Paklstan and sald, "In a country where maore than 50 percent of the population is below the
age of 30, we must continue to help youth achieve their full potential.”

Minister lIgbal remarked that the Government of Pakistan is open to improving the higher
education system and s [noking Into varlous options to capltalize on the abundant youkh
potential in the country. He appreciated Pakistan’s 75-year partnership with the U.5.
government and celebrated the support provided by the LS. government to academia thraugh
specialized investment in higher education. He further added that academic institutions and
the publlc and private sectors should join hands o accelerate this development. Mr. Igbal
tasked Pakistani higher education officials to improve higher education.
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Senator Keith Grover, Utah State Senator from the United States noted, "it is the ultimate goal

of an institute to provide necessary skills for youth so they can positively contribute to the

workforce both locally and globally.”

HESSA is supported by the United States through USAID, and is implemented in collaboration
with 16 Pakistani public universities and other stakeholders, with a focus on strengthening

universities’ capacity to deliver market-driven education, research, and graduate employability.

https://tradechronicle.com/usa-and-pakistan-effort-to-elevate-the-higher-education-sector/
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Air Quality Data: U.S. Embassy and Consulates’ air guality monitors measure PM 2.5 daita. See here...

United States Parlners with UN Food and Agriculture Organization to Support Flood-
Affected Pakistani Farmers

ISLAMABAD = Determber 1, 2022 LS, Ambassador Donald Blorme anncuncad today that the United
Saates, in partnership with the UN Food and agricutiure Organization (Fad), delivered 56 million of
aasistance 1o Fakigtani farmers affected by the devastaling 2002 fioods. This effort is part of the 397
million of WS Nood-elaed assistance to Pokistan this yoear

By U8 Magion Pakislan | 1 Decembe: 7023 | Topics Ambasesdor Mevs, Precs Reloases
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LL.5.-PAKISTAN EFFORT TO ELEVATE THE HIGHER EDUCATION SECTOR

tslamaad, Movermbeér 30, 2002 United Jtates Ambassador Donald Blorme joined officials from the
Uniwiersity al Utah anad the Federad Mindster for Planning Deaslopment and Special Infliathees, Me. Shsan
lghal, to Insugurate the Intemationad Surmmit on Higher Education and warldforce Development today, The
SurTe

fend

UL Risgpssn Bakieten | 10 Bowemied, J077 1 Topet. amtanisio: Mewd, Freus Asisiaes

1.5, Ambassadar Donald Blome Highlights Broad Partnership with the People of
Balochistan Province
tdarnabad Nowember 23, 2022 = 5, Ambassadon Donall Biorme vesited Quatia, Balochistan, on

HNevvermbes 23 0o rsed with Chised Minisber Aol Cuddus Birendo, local parners wirdkang 1o advance
cimate change adaptation, representatnes of highet education instutions, leaders of local NGO, and
ifgren refugess. Doring hes visit, Ambassador Blome discusesd U3 effors to combat the eifects

Read Mores

https://pk.usembassy.gov/news-events/
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U.5.-PAKISTAN EFFORT TO ELEVATE THE
HIGHER EDUCATION SECTOR
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|slamabatadiRana Tarig)lnited States Ambassador Donald Blome joined officials from the

Unreersity of Utzh ard the Federal Minster for Planning Develcpment and Special Initiatives, kM.
Ahzan Igbal, 1o inaugurate the International Ewmmit on Higher Education and 'Warkforce

Dervelopment today.

The summit ‘was crganized by the LLE-funded Higher Education Eystem Strengthening Activity
[HESSA) and focuses onthe role of higher edwucation in the 21st centuny, highlighting the fluid nature
of l=amirg and employment, and explores how universities can reposition themeehes in this e

changing landscape.

Ambassadar Donald Blome cel=brated the 75 years of partnership betwess=n the: LLE. and Pakistan
and said, "In a country where more than &0 percent of the population is below the age of 30, we
must cantinue to belg youth achieve their full potential.”

Minister Igbal remardo=d that the Govermmeent of Pakistan is open to imgroving the higher edwcation
systermn and is locking imto vanows sptions o capitalize on the abundart youth potential inthe:
courmry. He appreciated Pakistan's 7E-year partnership with the ULE. gowemment and celebrated the
support provided by the LS. government 1o academia throuph specialized invesiment in higher
education. He further added that academic institutions and the public ard private ssctars should
join hands 1o acce=lerate this development. r. Iqbal tashed Pakistani higher edwcation officials 1o

improres higher education.

Dr. Mukhtar hmed, Chairman of the Higher Education Commission of Pakistan (HEC), said that
HEGC will cortirue working with the LLS. gowemment to build a cadre of experts to imgrove gradsatbe
employzhilitye

Senabtar Kaith Grover, Utah State Serator from the Unted States noted, it is the uitimate goal of an
institute to provide necessary s&ills for youth so they can pasitively contribute to the workforce both

lezally ard glskalhye”

HESSA iz suppartad by the United States through USAID, ard is implemented n collabaration with
186 Pakstani public universities and other stalkoehalders, with a foous on strengthening universities”
cagacity to deliver market-driven education, research, and graduate emplocyability

Farmiare informatian an UEAID's suppart for education in Pakistan.

https://onlinenews.com.pk/story/14782
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